AGENDA
PUBLIC MEETING:
Zoning Commission
City of University Heights, Iowa
Monday, March 9, 2020
6:00 p.m.

LOCATION:
City Hall | Community Center
1302 Melrose Avenue
University Heights, Iowa 52246

Time*
6:00 p.m.

Item
Call to Order

6:05 p.m.

Review of applications by Verizon Wireless to locate small cell antennas on existing
MidAmerican utility poles in City right-of-way at four locations in University Heighst
Opportunity for Public Input
Discussion of report to City Council
Adjournment

6:30 p.m.
6:45 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

*Times are approximate.

MEMORANDUM
To:

University Heights Zoning Commission

From: Steven E. Ballard
City Attorney
Date: March 7, 2020
Re:

Verizon Wireless – Communication Technology Application

Introduction
Verizon Wireless has submitted an application to locate 4 small cell antennas on existing
MidAmerican Energy utility poles located within City right-of-way. These antennas are part of
Verizon’s deployment of a 5G wireless system to improve service locally (in University Heights)
and to accommodate increased service needs (consumer and governmental) anticipated in the
future.
The Zoning Commission will meet at 6:00 p.m. March 9, 2020, to consider Verizon’s
application. City Engineer Josiah Bilskemper will circulate Verizon’s application (and supporting
materials), together with his comments on the application. For now, I am attaching a letter from
Verizon that was submitted last year regarding its plans. For clarity, this letter is not the Verizon
application, but it does summarize important considerations diving Verizon’s intentions and the
strategy for moving forward.
Framework for Review
University Heights Ordinance No. 215 regulates use of City right-of-way and sets for a
process for reviewing applications such as the one from Verizon. 1 Before reviewing the parameters
of the Ordinance, I want to point out that the authority of the City (the City Council and the Zoning
Commission) to regulate small cell installations such as those Verizon proposes is extremely
limited. Congress, the Federal Communications Commission, and the Iowa Legislature have all
adopted laws/regulations severely restricting the power of local authorities (like Cities and
Counties) from imposing their own individual rules and regulations. 2
As you can imagine, the projected demand for wireless access and service is projected to
increase vastly in the coming years. The thrust of the State and Federal regulations that prohibit or
restrict City regulation of small wireless equipment is to encourage and permit wireless companies
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The Ordinance is attached and may be found here, as well: https://www.universityheights.org/DocumentCenter/View/512/Ordinance-Number-215-PDF?bidId=
2
See Iowa Code ch. 8C (https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code//8C.pdf) and the FCC’s Order of
September 27, 2018 (https://docs.fcc.gov/public/attachments/FCC-18-133A1.pdf).

to meet market demands for such technology without having to meet thousands of different City
regulations all over the country. One portion of the FCC order (and other laws and regulatory
measures) is to encourage wireless companies to make arrangements and deals with the owners of
existing utility poles and similar structures (like Mid-American Energy), so that small wireless
equipment may be attached to existing infrastructure and the expanded reach of the technology
accomplished as quickly as possible. The overall notion is that to promote deployment of enhanced
wireless services (demanded by consumers, businesses and governments), providers such as
Verizon shouldn’t be required to navigate hundreds or thousands of different sets of rules as they
set about to install and upgrade wireless systems.
In summary, the Commission’s role, as set forth in the attached Ordinance, is to review the
application materials Verizon has submitted, provide feedback on those materials, and refer the
application on to the City Council with a report (the Commission may direct City Staff to prepare
and submit the report). But the authority of the City (the Zoning Commission and the City Council)
to regulate small cell installations such as those proposed by Verizon is very limited.

Review Considerations
The Commission’s principal role is to review he Verizon application for conformity with
the City’s application requirements. 3 City Engineer Josiah Bilskemper will provide guidance to
the Commission; Josiah will comment on the requirements of Ordinance No. 215 and Verizon’s
application specifics, pointing out additional information that may be required or helpful. The
particulars requirements of the application are listed in Ordinance No. 215.08 (highlighting added):
1. Submission Materials and Basis for Approval or Denial. The following information shall
be submitted to the City Clerk and will be used by the City in review of the application:
A. The application and accompanying fee as set by the City Council.
B. One copy of specifications for all proposed structures, including a description of
the design characteristics and material to be used.
C. A site plan drawn to scale showing existing features including property lines;
existing structures and other improvements; all structures within 200 feet of the
proposed location; proposed features including location and height of all
communication towers, antennas, or other equipment, appurtenances, or facilities;
guy wires and anchors; photographs or elevation drawings depicting design of the
proposed structures; parking; fences; and landscape plan.
D. A current map or update for an existing map on file showing the locations of the
owner's existing and proposed communication towers, antennas, or other
equipment, appurtenances, or facilities.
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The application form, adopted by the City Council November 12, 2019, is attached.
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E. A report from a structural engineer showing the capacity of all communication
towers, antennas, or other equipment, appurtenances, or facilities by type and
number, if applicable, and a certification that the communication towers, antennas,
or other equipment, appurtenances, or facilities are designed to withstand winds in
accordance with ANS/EIA/TIA-222 (latest revision) standards, as well as a
proposed plan and schedule for periodic maintenance and inspection of the
communication towers, antennas, or other equipment, appurtenances, or facilities
by qualified parties.
F. Identification of the owners of all proposed communication towers, antennas, or
other equipment, appurtenances, or facilities.
G. Written authorization from the site owner for the application.
H. Evidence that a valid FCC or other Federal or State license for the proposed
activity has been applied for or issued if such licensing is required for the proposed
communication towers, antennas, or other equipment, appurtenances, or facilities.
I. An analysis that shows the potential visual impacts of the communication towers,
antennas, or other equipment, appurtenances, or facilities, as directed by the City
Engineer. The analysis may be required for up to 6 different vantage points to
understand and present fully the impact on University Heights and surrounding
neighborhoods.
After reviewing Verizon’s application and considering Josiah’s comments, the
Commission will issue a report. (City Staff – Josiah and I – will compile the report, at the
Commission’s direction.) The report will be provided to Verizon for its review and response. The
report will make a recommendation to the City Council – that the application should be approved
as submitted; approved with conditions; or not approved. See Ordinance No. 215.08(2).
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ORDINANCE NO. 215 (as amended)
AN ORDINANCE REGULATING USE OF CITY PROPERTY, INCLUDING CITY
RIGHT-OF-WAY, AND ESTABLISHING A PROCESS FOR LOCATING EQUIPMENT
RELATED TO COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES
215.01 Purpose and Policy
215.02 Definitions
215.03 Local Regulation
215.04 Facilities Located on City Property
215.05 Locating Small Wireless Facilities in Residential Zones
215.06 Setback and Maximum Height Requirements
215.07 Abandonment
215.08 Process for Considering Applications
215.09 Home Rule
215.10 Effective Date
215.01 PURPOSE AND POLICY.
The City Council of the City of University Heights, Iowa, finds
that in order to promote and protect public health, safety, and
welfare; to secure the right of the City to regulate its public
property and charge a reasonable fee for use of public property,
including City right-of-way; to provide efficient delivery of
services by the City and others wishing to utilize communication
technologies; and to provide for the regulation and administration
and orderly location of communication equipment, it is necessary
for the City to establish these uniform rules, regulations and
policies.
215.02 DEFINITIONS.
As used in this chapter:
"Antenna" means a device, dish, or array used to transmit or
receive telecommunication signals associated with a “wireless
facility”, as that phrase is defined by Iowa Code § 8C.2, as
presently existing or hereafter amended.

"Communications structures" means the electronic, telephonic,
other high-tech transmission, reception, or exchange of data
information between or among points specified by the user
information of the user's choosing, without change in the form
content of the information as sent or received.

or
or
of
or

"Communications" means towers, pole, or similar structures that
support a communications antenna operated for commercial purposes
above ground in a fixed location, whether free standing, guyed, or
on a building.
"Height" means the distance from ground level at the base of the
tower or the base of any supporting structure to the top of the
tower
or
structure
including
any
antenna(s)
or
other
appurtenances.
215.03 LOCAL REGULATION.
The Telecommunications Act of 1996 prohibits the City from
establishing policies that discriminate against one or a group of
providers in favor of another or another group of providers or
potential providers. The following objectives shall be applied
consistently to all telecommunications providers that request a
location for their communication towers and antennas:
1. To minimize the overall number of communications towers
located in the City, providers may be required to participate
in collocation agreements where permitted by law.
2. To ensure that new communications towers, excluding those
affixed to utility poles or Small Wireless Facilities (“SWF”)
support structures, will blend into their environment,
providers will propose designs consistent with site
characteristics.
3. To maximize safety, new communications towers excluding
City-owned structures, antennas attached to utility poles,
and SWFs, will be located away from population and employment
centers and siting of new towers will include fall zone
setbacks as specified herein.
This Ordinance intends to establish rights, responsibilities, and
procedures consistent with Federal and State Law, including Iowa
Code ch. 8C, and not in conflict or derogation of those laws.
215.04 FACILITIES LOCATED ON CITY PROPERTY.
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1. Lease Required. Unless otherwise provided by Iowa law, no
communications structures, no communications tower, antenna, or
other equipment, appurtenance, or facility shall be located or use
any public property, including City right-of-way, whether above,
below, or at grade, without first obtaining a lease or receiving
a franchise from the City. Such lease may specify payment of
adequate rent or other consideration as deemed appropriate and
reasonable by the City Council and in accordance with State law.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, a new lease or other interest will
not be required for location and use of SWFs attached to any thirdparty owned structure, or support structure installed by
applicant, lawfully located within or upon City-right-of way or
other City property.
2. Insurance Required. The owner of the communications tower,
antenna, or other equipment, appurtenance, or facility will
produce proof of liability insurance, in an amount specified by
the City, for potential injury and damage that could reasonably be
caused to City personnel, property and facilities, and other
property and casualty loss, by the location of the communications
towers, antennas or facilities on City property, including City
right-of-way.
3. Priorities. In determining whether to grant an application for
use of City right-of-way or other City owned property, including
City right-of-way and structures, will be given to the following
entities in descending order of priority:
A. All functions of the City.
B. Public safety agencies that are not part of the City,
including law enforcement, fire and ambulance services, and
private entities with public safety agreements with the City.
C. Other governmental agencies for uses not related to public
safety.
D. Entities providing communication services, including
cellular, personal communication services, specialized
mobilized radio, enhanced specialized mobilized radio, paging
and similar services that are marketed to the general public
for business and/or personal use.
4. Placement of Facilities. The placement and maintenance of
communication towers, antennas, or other equipment, appurtenances,
or facilities on City-owned property, including City right-of-way
3

represents a potential conflict with the purpose of City-owned
property, including City right-of-way. Communication towers,
antennas, or other equipment, appurtenances, or facilities will be
considered for location only on portions of City property,
including City right-of-way, that is as remote and distant as
possible from places where people regularly live, work, or gather
and must be limited in size and character so as to minimize the
impact to adjacent property owners; provided, however, that the
location preferences set forth in this Section will not apply to
location and use of SWFs attached to third-party owned structures,
City-owned support structures, or support structures installed by
applicanr, lawfully located within or upon City right-of-way or
other City property. It is the expressed preference, policy, and
goal of the City to locate any and all communication towers,
antennas, or other equipment, appurtenances, or facilities below
grade.
5. Leases Exclusive to Lessee. Any lease entered into by the City
for use of City property, including City right-of-way, shall be
exclusive to the lessee identified in the lease and may not be
assigned without prior written approval by the City Council, unless
otherwise stipulated within such lease. No lessee may enter into
a sublease or permit others to access or enjoy rights under the
lease without prior written approval by the City Council.
6. Application for Lease/Use of R.O.W. Any person or entity
proposing to locate communication towers, antennas, or other
equipment, appurtenances, or facilities on City-owned property,
including City right-of-way, or otherwise proposing to use City
property, including City right-of-way, shall complete an
application (in the form attached or as otherwise amended by the
City Council by resolution) to the City Engineer.
215.05 LOCATING SMALL WIRELESS FACILITIES IN RESIDENTIAL ZONES
To the extent authorized by Iowa law, this Ordinance hereby
proscribes locating communications facilities, including wireless
facilities, small wireless facilities, and micro wireless
facilities in the R-1 Single-Family Residential Zone, as
established and defined by the City Zoning Ordinance.
Locating small wireless facilities in the R-1 Single-Family
Residential Zone constitutes and is hereby declared a special or
conditional land use. Any person or entity desiring to locate small
wireless facilities, including new wireless support structures, in
the R-1 Single-Family Residential Zone must obtain a special or
conditional land use permit from the City Council after showing
4

that the proposed use is reasonably necessary and will not be
detrimental to neighborhood aesthetics and preserving clear lines
of sight and view or otherwise detrimental to public health, safety
and welfare.
215.06 SETBACK AND MAXIMUM HEIGHT REQUIREMENTS.
1. Where permitted, a communications tower or other equipment,
appurtenance, or facility must be set back from all lot lines a
distance
equal
to
or
greater
than
the
tower
height.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, this set-back restriction shall not
apply to SWFs attached to third-party owned structures, City-owned
support structures, or support structures installed by applicant,
lawfully located within or upon City-right-of-way or other City
property.
2. Where permitted, a communications tower or other equipment,
appurtenance, or facility, excluding SWF support structures, may
not extend to a height that is the lesser of the following, unless
otherwise provided by Iowa law:
a. The height restrictions of the Zoning Ordinance;
b. Forty feet (40’) above the ground level at the base of the
facility; or
c. Ten feet (10’) above the tallest utility pole within five
hundred feet (500’) of the facility that existed July 1, 2017.

3. Where permitted, communications towers or other equipment,
appurtenance, or facility located on the roof of a structure must
be set back at least one foot from the edge of the roof of the
structure.
This
setback
requirement
shall
not
apply
to
communications facilities located above the roof of the structure,
if the facilities are:
A. Appropriately screened from view through the use of panels,
walls, fences or other screening techniques approved by the
City; or
B. Camouflaged antennas that are mounted to the exterior of
the antenna support structures below the roof but do not
protrude more than 24 inches from the side of such an antenna
support structure.
215.07 ABANDONMENT.
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In the event the use of any communication towers, antennas, or
other
equipment,
appurtenances,
or
facilities
have
been
discontinued for a period of one hundred eighty (180) consecutive
days, the communication towers, antennas, or other equipment,
appurtenances, or facilities shall be deemed to be abandoned.
Determination of the date of abandonment shall be made by the City
Council, which shall have the right to request documentation and/or
affidavits from the owner of the communication towers, antennas,
or other equipment, appurtenances, or facilities regarding the
issue of tower usage. At 181 days after the date of abandonment,
without reactivating or upon completion of dismantling or removal,
any City approval for the communication towers, antennas, or other
equipment, appurtenances, or facilities shall automatically
expire. Upon abandonment, the owner of the communication towers,
antennas, or other equipment, appurtenances, or facilities shall
have 90 days within which to dismantle and remove the communication
towers,
antennas,
or
other
equipment,
appurtenances,
or
facilities. If not done within this 90 day period, the City may
dismantle and remove the communication towers, antennas, or other
equipment, appurtenances, or facilities with all costs assessed to
the owner.
215.08 PROCESS FOR CONSIDERING APPLICATIONS.
The following procedures shall apply to all proposed communication
towers, antennas, or other equipment, appurtenances, or facilities
or antenna facilities on public or private property, and to all
other proposed uses of City property, including City right-of-way.
1. Submission Materials and Basis for Approval or Denial. To the
extent not prohibited by applicable State or Federal law, the
following information shall be submitted to the City Clerk and
will be used by the City in review of the application:
A. The application and accompanying fee as set by the City
Council.
B. One copy of specifications for all proposed structures,
including a description of the design characteristics and
material to be used.
C. A site plan drawn to scale showing existing features
including property lines; existing structures and other
improvements; all structures within 200 feet of the proposed
location; proposed features including location and height of
all communication towers, antennas, or other equipment,
appurtenances, or facilities; guy wires and anchors;
6

photographs or elevation drawings depicting design of the
proposed structures; parking; fences; and landscape plan.
D. A current map or update for an existing map on file showing
the locations of the owner's existing and proposed
communication
towers,
antennas,
or
other
equipment,
appurtenances, or facilities.
E. A report from a structural engineer showing the capacity
of all communication towers, antennas, or other equipment,
appurtenances, or facilities by type and number, if
applicable, and a certification that the communication
towers, antennas, or other equipment, appurtenances, or
facilities are designed to withstand winds in accordance with
ANS/EIA/TIA-222 (latest revision) standards, as well as a
proposed plan and schedule for periodic maintenance and
inspection of the communication towers, antennas, or other
equipment, appurtenances, or facilities by qualified parties.
F. Identification of the owners of all proposed communication
towers, antennas, or other equipment, appurtenances, or
facilities.
G. Written authorization
application.

from

the

site

owner

for

the

H. Evidence that a valid FCC or other Federal or State license
for the proposed activity has been applied for or issued if
such licensing is required for the proposed communication
towers, antennas, or other equipment, appurtenances, or
facilities.
I. An analysis that shows the potential visual impacts of the
communication
towers,
antennas,
or
other
equipment,
appurtenances, or facilities, as directed by the City
Engineer. The analysis may be required for up to 6 different
vantage points to understand and present fully the impact on
University Heights and surrounding neighborhoods.
J.
Additional
information,
as
requested
by
City
representatives, including the City Engineer, to determine
that all applicable provisions of the Zoning Ordinance and
other City ordinances and regulations are met.
2. Review and Action. The following review process shall be used
upon receipt of a fully completed application to the extent not
prohibited by applicable State or Federal law:
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A. Upon receipt of the application, the City Clerk shall
forward copies of the material to the City Council, Zoning
Commission, City Engineer, and City Attorney.
B. The Zoning Commission, with assistance from the City
Engineer or other City representatives, shall review the
application for conformance to City code provisions and issue
a report for the applicant’s review and response. The report
may
contain
additional
submission
requirements,
recommendation for approval with or without special
conditions, or recommendation for denial with rationale; and
shall be prepared within 30 days of the application filing.
The report shall recommend that the City Council approve or
not approve the application.
C. The owner shall provide a response to the Zoning Commission
report in writing, and the report, with the owner’s response,
shall be finalized and placed on the City Council meeting
agenda together with the owner's submission materials and all
related documents within 30 days of receipt of the response
and any additional information required in the report.
D. The City Council may approve the application with no
conditions, approve the application with conditions, or
disapprove the application.
215.09 HOME RULE.
This chapter is intended to be and shall be construed as consistent
with the reservation of local authority contained in the 25th
Amendment to the Iowa Constitution granting cities home rule
powers.
This
Ordinance
intends
to
establish
rights,
responsibilities, and procedures consistent with Federal and State
Law, including Iowa Code ch. 8C and not in conflict or derogation
of those laws. To such ends, any limitation on the power of the
City contained herein is to be strictly construed, and the City
reserves to itself the right to exercise all power and authority
to regulate and control its local affairs, and all ordinances and
regulations of the City shall be enforced against the owners of
any communications towers or antennas.
215.10. EFFECTIVE DATE
This ordinance shall become effective
publication as provided by law.
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upon

its

passage

and

Adopted by the University Heights City Council this 12th day
of December, 2017, and approved this 12th day of December, 2017.

_/s/______________________________
Louise From, Mayor
ATTEST:
_/s/______________________________
Christine M. Anderson, City Clerk

Published in the Iowa City Press-Citizen the 9th day of January,
2018.

Ordinance No. 237 was passed and approved on May 14, 2019, and
published in the Iowa City Press-Citizen on the 22nd day of May,
2019.
Ordinance 237 amending Section 215.02 Definitions by
deleting the word ”towers” from “Communications towers” and adding
the word towers following the word means. Deleted the word “which”
and substituted “that” and changes the tense from singular to
plural. Section 215.03(1) adds the word communications. Section
215.03(2) adds the word communications to modify the word towers,
and the text “excluding those affixed to utility poles or Small
Wireless Facilities (“SWF”) support structures”. Section 215.03(3)
adds the word communications.
Section 215.04(1) adds “and in
accordance with State law. Notwithstanding the foregoing, a new
lease or other interest will not be required for location and use
of SWFs attached to any third-party owned structure lawfully
located within or upon City-right-of way or other City property.”
Section 215.04(2) adds the word “communications” to modify towers.
Section 215.04(3) inserts the text “In determining whether to grant
an application for use of City right-of-way or other”, deletes
“Priority for used of”, adds “owned” to modify “City property, and
adds “City” before right-of-way. Section 215.04(4) adds the text
“provided, however, that the location preferences set forth in
this Section will not apply to location and use of SWFs attached
to third-party owned structures lawfully located within or upon
City right-of-way or other City property.” Section 215.04(5) adds
the text “unless otherwise stipulated within such lease.” Section
215.06(1) adds the text “Notwithstanding the foregoing, this setback restriction shall not apply to SWFs attached to third-party
owned structures lawfully located within or upon City-right-ofway or other City property.” Section 215.06(2) adds the text
“excluding SWF support structures”. Section 215.06(3) delete “a”
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and pluralize “tower”. Section 215.08(1) add text “To the extent
not prohibited by applicable State or Federal law, the”. Section
215.08(2) add text “to the extent not prohibited by applicable
State or Federal law.” Section 215.09 adds text “communications”
preceding towers.
Ordinance No. 240 was passed and approved on July 9, 2019, and
published in the Iowa City Press-Citizen on the 16th day of July,
2019. Ordinance No. 240 amending Section 215.02 Definitions adds
the word “structures” after the word “Communications”. Section
215.03(1) adds the text “where permitted by law.” Section 215.03(2)
adds the text “excluding City-owned structures, antennas attached
to utility poles, and SWFs”.
Section 215.04(1) adds the text
“Unless otherwise provided by Iowa law, no communications
structures”.
Adds the text “or support structure installed by
applicant”. Section 215.04(4) adds the text “City-owned support
structures, or support structures installed by applicant”. Section
215.06(1) adds the text “City-owned support structures, or support
structures installed by applicant,”. Section 215.06(2) adds the
text “unless otherwise provided by Iowa law.”

Steve/UH/Ordinances/Ordinance 214 re telecom and ROW 11 15 17 Amended by 237,
240.
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APPLICATION FOR ROW USE

To Be Completed By City Staff
Application Number: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Accepted By: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Date Application deemed Complete: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Public Hearing Date (if applicable): _ _ _ _ _ __

To Be Completed By Applicant

1.

Property Owner:
Contact Person:
Address:.
Email: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Phone:

2.

Applicant (If different than owner):
Contact Person:
Address:
Email: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __

Phone:

3.

Licensed Entity Name:
(Full legal name)
State of Incorporation:
Notification Address:
Billing Address:

4.

Installation Contractor:
Contact Person: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Address: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Email:

Phone:
5.

Contact Info

Firm and Contact Name

Phone

E-Mail

Signatory
Legal
Notification
RF Engineer
Construction Engineer
Real Estate I Site Acq
Emergency Contact

6. Type of Application:

7.

Anticipated Start Date:

8. Anticipated Completion Date:

Cellular Antenna Tower

Small Cell Tower

_ _ _ Other

9.

Location(s) (General Description I A d d r e s s ) : - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - (If multiple locations, you may attach a separate sheet)

10. Present Zoning Designation(s): - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 11. Did you have a pre-application meeting? - - - - - - - - - - - - - If yes, with who? _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
12. The foregoing information and attachments are true and accurate to the best of my knowledge

Date

Signature of Applicant

Print Name
This Section Applicable For Cellular Antenna Towers Only- Not Applicable for Small Cell Towers or Other Uses
_ _ _ I acknowledge that someone able to represent the request will be present at a meeting with City
representatives. If no one is present I acknowledge that I run the risk of receiving an unfavorable recommendation
due to a lack of information.

SUBMISSION REQUIREMENTS FOR SMALL CELL TOWER USE

The following information is required to be submitted with the Application before it will be considered complete:

A written description and map showing the coverage area of the provider's existing facilities in the general and
site-specific areas that are the subject of the Application.
A statement of the telecommunications objectives for the proposed location, whether the proposed facility is
necessary to prevent or fill a gap or capacity shortfall in the Applicant or provider's service area, whether it is the
least obtrusive means of doing so, and whether there are any alternative sites that would have fewer aesthetic
impacts while providing comparable service.
A statement by an authorized representative that the Applicant or provider holds all applicable licenses or other
approvals required by the Federal Communications Commission, and any other agency of state or federal
government with authority to regulate telecommunications facilities that are required in order for the Applicant to
construct the proposed facility.
A statement by an authorized representative that the Applicant or provider is in compliance with all conditions
required for such license and approvals.
A full description of the number and dimensions of all Small Cell Towers proposed to be installed.
A site development plan, signed and sealed by a professional engineer registered in Iowa, showing the proposed
location of the tower and existing structures within five hundred (500) feet of the proposed site. For Applications in
which multiple towers are proposed, an overall site development plan showing all proposed locations must be
provided. A current aerial image shall be utilized or overlaid on the site plan showing proposed locations.
A vertical profile sketch or drawing of the towers, signed and sealed by a professional engineer registered in Iowa,
indicating the height of the tower and the placement of all antennas and equipment enclosures.
Written approval from the property owner stating the Applicant or provider has permission to construct a facility on
their property. In the case of public Right-of-Way or public property, written approval must be submitted from the
duly-authorized representative of the governing body holding ownership.
Photographs of view shed from each proposed tower location, taken in at least four directions, and a photograph
of the proposed installation location with the proposed equipment drawn or superimposed on the photograph,
shown to scale.
Description of whether other Overhead Utilities exist within five hundred (500) feet of the proposed antenna
location.
Traffic Control Layouts (pedestrian and vehicular) for all proposed locations (shall be consistent with the Manual
on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), latest edition), and site construction fencing details.
The project specifications for the construction and installation, including site restoration pl.ans.
Cut sheets and specifications of all proposed equipment, including but not limited to antenna, switches, meters, ·
external wireway systems, relay units, banding and mounting equipment, and any other necessary equipment.
Notes, details and schematics of the grounding system and layout, hand hole or pull box locations and details
(with dimensions), utility routing plan, and power and fiber routing details at the pole.

All requested information should be submitted to Staff prior to the required pre-application conference to assure a quick
and judicious review of the submittal.
The application review fee is $500.00 per location. Please make checks payable to the "City of University Heights".

March 5, 2019

Steven E. Ballard, City Attorney
Josiah Bilskemper, Engineering Consultant
University Heights City Hall
1302 Melrose Ave.
University Heights, IA 52246

RE: Verizon Small Cells in University Heights

Dear Mr. Ballard and University Heights Staff:
Thank you for the on-going conversations about Verizon’s plans to deploy small cells in University Heights. As
we have discussed, these installations will serve the residents and government alike, with better, faster, and
more reliable coverage on the Verizon network. The locations we have currently selected are existing wood
light poles, generally with overhead drops for electrical for the light and/or guyed wire support; owned by
MidAmerican Energy, which were approved for collocation in early 2018, pursuant to a separate agreement we
have with MidAmerican Energy.
Following up on our conversation earlier this year, you have identified several areas where you would like more
information. This letter addresses your requests as set forth in your September 13 email correspondence.
I.

Mapping

Several of your requests are related to mapping. You requested “a footprint or other illustration of the
coverage area of the antennae and data explaining the service needs in that area,” as well as a “before and
after map” showing existing and proposed locations of Verizon’s small cells. As an initial matter I would like to
note that we have heard your concern that our internal naming conventions may cause confusion to the City
and the general public and so we will only reference these sites by their address, as demonstrated in the
documents accompanying this letter. We will continue this practice as we apply for permits. With that change
in designation, please find the following attachments enclosed herewith. Attachment 1 is a propagation
(coverage) map showing the locations and general service areas of the five proposed sites. Coverage for each
individual antenna extends a radius of approximately 300 feet. Attachment 2 provides another view of the
locations of the proposed sites, as well as latitude and longitude information. There are no existing Verizon
small cells in this area. Finally, Attachment 3 shows additional small cells outside of University Heights which
MidAmerican Energy has also approved for collocation by Verizon. These maps are similar to the maps Pete
McNally sent to you on September 4 showing sites in University Heights (red pins) and sites in the surrounding
1

area (yellow pins). Attachment 3 demonstrates that our plans for University Heights are part of a broader effort
to serve our customers in this area.
II.

Pole Drawings

We previously shared a sample set of drawings to give you an idea of what a small cell looks like compared to
a macro facility. I have included a photo as Attachment 4, of an existing pole with small cell equipment on it
that would be very similar to the proposed locations in University Heights. This photo shows a MidAmerican
Energy pole location that is taller than the average University Heights pole. Construction Drawings will be
included in all permit applications as they pertain to the particular sites.
III.

Data Demonstrating Need

The third category of items you have asked for concern the data underlying the need for these facilities. To the
extent your request seeks specific details about peak usage in certain areas, that engineering data is
proprietary and confidential. That said these small cells are necessary not only to address current capacity
needs, but also to address the expected future demands on the network which will only continue to rise.
Mobile data usage is projected to grow nearly seven-fold from 2016 to 2021. 1 Cell phones have become so
commonplace that it is crucial for cities like University Heights to encourage well-developed networks, so that
these devices will work properly when they are needed most. After all, nearly 50% of adults in the United State
have only a wireless telephone, with no traditional landline telephone service at all:

2

That percentage will only rise as the next generation moves into adulthood, since nearly 60% of children live in
households that have a wireless telephone as the only telephone. 3 Significantly 76% of 911 calls originate
from a cell phone. 4 It is important to note that the FCC has recognized that it is not necessary for a wireless

1

ZDNet, Mobile data traffic will increase 7-fold from 2016 to 2021, Cisco says, February 2017.
See U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Wireless Substitution: Early
Release of Estimates from the National Health Interview Survey, January-June 2016 (December 2016) at p. 1 available at
http://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/nhis/earlyrelease/wireless201612.pdf.
3 Id.
4 National Emergency Number Association, *9-1-1 Statistics, July 20, 2018.
2

2

service provider to prove a “gap in coverage” to support a siting application. 5 Rather, an effective prohibition
may occur where a city’s requirements materially inhibit the provider’s ability to engage in a variety of activities
related to its provision of a covered service, such as densifying its network or improving service capabilities. 6
Moreover, demand will also rise as the number of connected devices increases. In North America, the
average household has 13 connected devices. 7 And more than 75% of prospective home buyers said good
cellular connection was important to them. 8 These five small cells in University Heights will increase capacity
and provide for improved connections indoors in residences and businesses. More importantly, it provides for
a denser network, to handle emergency response service calls.
IV.

Agreement with MidAmerican Energy

You have requested a copy of the agreement between MidAmerican Energy and Verizon. The agreement
contains a nondisclosure provision which prevents either party from sharing the agreement. We are happy to
confirm, however, that MidAmerican Energy is working with us on these projects. Included as Attachment 5 is
confirmation MidAmerican Energy has approved the collocation of small cells at the four University Heights
locations.
V.

Surrounding Jurisdictions

Verizon continues to work with many cities across Iowa. We have submitted for permits for small wireless
facilities in Waukee, West Des Moines, Altoona, Ankeny, Fort Dodge, Waterloo, Arnolds Park, and
Emmetsburg, as well as Iowa City and Des Moines. We appreciate the support of forward-looking
policymakers at the local level who understand the need for policies that promote the next generation of
wireless technology, small cells, while preserving the pivotal role of localities in managing public rights-of-way.
Verizon looks forward to continuing its partnership with University Heights to bring the City’s Code of
Ordinances into compliance with the Iowa Cell Siting Act, as amended in 2017. That Act, along with the FCC’s
September 27, 2018 Wireless Infrastructure Order, provides a path for the speedy deployment of small cell
technology. While we believe it is preferable for University Heights to amend its Code to reflect these changes
in the law, we need not wait for these changes before proceeding to submit applications to University Heights
consistent with Iowa Code § 8C.7A – 3.c. We hope to see the City take action on its Code and offer any
assistance we can in aiding in those changes.
As you review the additional information provided with this letter, please do not hesitate to contact myself or
our attorney, Mark Biesiada, with questions.
Sincerely,

Meagan Benson
Small Cell Project Manager

5

Federal Communications Commission, In the Matter of Accelerating Wireless Broadband Deployment by Removing Barriers to
Infrastructure Investment, Declaratory Ruling and Third Report and Order, FCC 18-133, adopted September 26, 2018 at ¶ 37.
6 Id.
7 IHS Market Connected Device Market Monitor: Q1 2016, June 7, 2016.
8 Money “The Surprising Things Homebuyers Care About More than Schools,” June 2, 2015.
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Attachments:
Attachment 1: Map for Small Cell propagation (coverage) map
Attachment 2: Before and After Small Cell Location Maps with site location list
Attachment 3: Adjacent locations, include University Heights locations
Attachment 4: Photo of existing Small Cell pole
Attachment 5: Verizon and MidAmerican Energy Correspondence

Cc:

Chris Anderson, University Heights City Clerk
Katie Poser, Verizon Wireless
Mark Biesiada, Ginsberg Jacobs
Kim Schoeberl, Buell Consulting
Pete McNally, The Grinnell Group
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Attachment 1

~ 1422 Gr.:;:nd Ave

Please disregard
403 Emerald, as
this site is located
in the jurisdiction of
Iowa City.
J-1255 Koser

~403 Emerald

I

~ i 0 l Highland Dri~·e

~ 15CiQ Oa.kcres:

verizon"

Confidential and proprietary materials for authorized Verizon personnel and outside agencies only. Use, disclosure or
distribution of this material is not permitted to any unauthorized persons or third parties except by written agreement.

1

Attachment 2 – “Before”

verizon"

Confidential and proprietary materials for authorized Verizon personnel and outside agencies only. Use, disclosure or
distribution of this material is not permitted to any unauthorized persons or third parties except by written agreement.

2

Attachment 2 – “After”

Please disregard
403 Emerald, as
this site is located
in the jurisdiction of
Iowa City.

verizon"

Confidential and proprietary materials for authorized Verizon personnel and outside agencies only. Use, disclosure or
distribution of this material is not permitted to any unauthorized persons or third parties except by written agreement.

3

Attachment 2 – Site List for University Heights Small Cells
Site Address

City

Latitude

Longitude

VZW Code

101 Highland Drive

University Heights

41 39 15.890 N

91 33 19.490 W

458932

1509 OakCrest

University Heights

41 39 6.090 N

91 33 45.270 W

458925

255 Koser

University Heights

41 39 17.850 N

91 33 32.370 W

458930

1422 Grand Ave

University Heights

41 39 27.280 N

91 33 21.490 W

474682

Confidential and proprietary materials for authorized Verizon personnel and outside agencies only. Use, disclosure or
distribution of this material is not permitted to any unauthorized persons or third parties except by written agreement.
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Attachment 3 – Adjacent Locations

Please disregard
403 Emerald, as
this site is located
in the jurisdiction of
Iowa City.

verizonv'

Confidential and proprietary materials for authorized Verizon personnel and outside agencies only. Use, disclosure or
distribution of this material is not permitted to any unauthorized persons or third parties except by written agreement.
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Attachment 4

verizonv'

Confidential and proprietary materials for authorized Verizon personnel and outside agencies only. Use, disclosure or
distribution of this material is not permitted to any unauthorized persons or third parties except by written agreement.
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Attachment 5
Pete McNally
From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Somers, Erik
Monday, Octob"r 8, 2018 11:10 AM
Pete McNally; Lewis. Andrew M
RE: RE: University fieights - Verizon

The sites listed in th e table below are approved:

Please disregard
403 Emerald, as
this site is located
in the jurisdiction of
Iowa City.

Site Location

Approximate Address

l ocation Descri ption

University Heights

101 Highland Drive

University Heights

1509 Qakaest

University Heights

403 Emerlad

E side o f Highland Dr ~520'
S of Koser Ave
S side of Oakcrest Ave at
Ridgeview Ave
E side o f Emerald St ~soo·
S of Melrose Ave

M idAmeric.-n's initial review determined th .. tthe sites in the table below are viable. MidAmerican is working with
V~rizon on an agr~ment.
Sit" Location

Approximat" Addr"ss

Location O..Scri ption

University Heights

255 Koser

University Heights

1422 Grand Ave

S side of Koser '155' E of
Sun..,tSt
N side of Grand Ave ~255'
W of Golfview Ave

Thank you,

Erik Somers
Program Manager- Distribution Engineering

MidAmerican Energy Company

This communication, along with any attachments, is intended only for the use of the individual or entity to which it is
addressed and may contain information that is legally privileged, confidential and t!)(empt from disclosure. If you ore not
the individual or entity to which this communication is addressed, you ore hereby notifted that any dissemination,
d1'stribution or copying of th1s message, or any attachment is strictly prohibited. If you hove received this message in
effar, please not1fy the original sender immedrotely by return email and delete this message, along with all attachments
from your computer. Thank You

From: P"te McNally [mailto:P"t"@grinnellgroup.com)
S..nt W"dn...day, Octob..r 3, 2018 12:16 PM

verizonv'

Confidential and proprietary materials for authorized Verizon personnel and outside agencies only. Use, disclosure or
distribution of this material is not permitted to any unauthorized persons or third parties except by written agreement.
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Attachment 5, continued.
To: Somers, Erik; lewis, Andrew M
Subject: [INTERNET] RE: University Heights · Veri<on

Erik and Andrew,

On behalf ofVerizon, I am working with the City of University Heights to permit a handful ofsites. As part ol that
evaluation, they've asked that we provide confirmation that MidAm has approved the pole locations. Can you please do
so for the following sites for which we have fully executed agreements?

Please disregard
403 Emerald, as
this site is located
in the jurisdiction of
Iowa City.

Site location

Approximate Address

location Description

University Heights

101 Highland Dr ive

E side o f Highland Dr ~520'
S of Koser Ave

University Heights

1509 Oa kcrest

University Heights

403 Em!!rlad

S side of Oakcrest Ave at
Ridgeview Ave
E sidl! of Em!!raid St ~SOO'
S of Melrose Ave

We' ve also complete a Viability Review for the following sites. If you could confirm that the initial review is viable and
we are working together to finalize t he agreement for the following sites as well, I'd appreciate it
Site location

Approximate Address

location Description

University Heights

255 Koser

S side of Koser "1.55' E of
Sunset St

Univl!rsity lfl!ights

1422 Grand Avl!

N sidl! o f Grand Avl! "'255'
W o f Golfview Ave

let me know if you have any questions.
Regards,
Pete McNally
The Grinnell Group

1515 Urden Street, Suite 210
Des Moines, lA 50309
(515)314-C219
W\vw.gr 'nnP.IIsroup.com

verizonv'

Confidential and proprietary materials for authorized Verizon personnel and outside agencies only. Use, disclosure or
distribution of this material is not permitted to any unauthorized persons or third parties except by written agreement.
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Exhibit “A” to Resolution No. 19-36

CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA
APPLICATION – COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT
To Be Completed By City Staff
Application Number:
Date Application deemed Complete:

Accepted By:
Due Date for Zoning Commission Report:
To Be Completed by Applicant

1.

Applicant:
Contact Person:
Address:
Phone:

Email:

2.

Licensed Entity Name (Full Legal Name):
State of Incorporation:
Notification Address:
Billing Address:

3.

Property Owner (if outside of City right-of-way):
Contact Person:
Address:
Phone:
Email:

4.

Owner – Third Party Structures
Contact Person:
Address:
Phone:

Email:

Installation Contractor:
Contact Person:
Address:
Phone:

Email:

5.

6.

Contact Info
Signatory
Legal
Notification
RF Engineer
Construction Engineer
Real Estate / Site Acq
24-Hr Emergency Contact

7.

Type of Application:

Firm and Contact Name

Phone

Cellular Antenna Tower
Small Cell Tower
Small Wireless Facility on Third-Party Structure

8.

Construction Start Date:

9.

Construction Completion Date:

10.

Date Facilities Begin Operating:

E-Mail

New Communications Structure
Other

11.

Location(s) (General Description / Address):
(If multiple locations, attach a separate sheet)

12.

Present Zoning Designation(s):

13.

Pre-application Meeting Held?

14.

The foregoing information and attachments are true and accurate to the best of my knowledge

Date

Attendees:

Signature of Applicant

Print Name
Criteria applicable to work within the City right-of-way:
A.

No construction work may occur on the Friday, Saturday or Sunday of any home Iowa football game
weekend. All sidewalks and roadways must also be open (and paved) on these weekends.

B.

It is the responsibility of the contractor to keep all work and installed utilities within the City right-of-way

C.

No work shall be done between the hours of 9:00 PM and 7:00 AM.

D.

Traffic control, both vehicular and pedestrian, shall be in accordance with the MUTCD, latest edition.
Pedestrian traffic control signs, barricades and detours are required whenever sidewalks are impacted by
the work, and all unattended open excavations within the right-of-way shall be fenced.

E.

Iowa One-Call shall be contacted to have buried utilities located prior to any excavation. Storm sewer
mapping is available from the City Engineer. The sanitary sewers and water mains within University
Heights are owned, operated and maintained by the City of Iowa City.

F.

All areas disturbed within the right-of-way (including tire tracks or rutting from equipment) shall be
restored. The applicant is responsible for watering and care of the disturbed areas until they are established.
The City Engineer shall determine if disturbed areas have been restored to an equal or better condition. If
directed to install sod, the work will be in accordance with SUDAS Specification 9020.

G.

When damaged, pavement and sidewalks are to be replaced in full panels. This includes core drilling holes
when locating existing utilities, or any other damage related to the construction. The contractor shall
coordinate the location and dimensions of all pavement to be removed and replaced with the City Engineer.
The SUDAS specifications and details (current edition) shall be used for pavement reconstruction. The
contractor is responsible for providing 48-hour advance notice to the City Engineer to schedule subgrade
compaction and concrete testing for new pavement. The applicant shall reimburse the City of University
Heights for all costs associated with materials testing work required for pavement replacement.

H.

All paved surfaces are to be protected per Section 7 of University Heights Ordinance #88: "Backhoe
equipment outriggers shall be fitted with rubber pads whenever outriggers are placed on any paved surface.
Tracked vehicles are not permitted on paved surfaces unless specific precautions are taken to protect the
surface. The permittee will be responsible for any damage to existing pavement caused by operation of
such equipment." Refer to University Heights Ordinance #88 for all regulations regarding excavations
within the city right-of-way.

CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA
SUBMISSION MATERIALS – COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT
The following information is required to be submitted with the Application before it will be considered complete: 
☐

All submission materials identified in University Heights Ordinance 215.08.

☐

A statement of the telecommunications objectives for the proposed location.

☐

A statement by an authorized representative that the Applicant or provider holds all applicable licenses or
other approvals required by the Federal Communications Commission, and any other agency of state or
federal government with authority to regulate telecommunications facilities that are required in order for the
Applicant to construct the proposed facility.

☐

A statement by an authorized representative that the Applicant or provider is in compliance with all
conditions required for such license and approvals.

☐

A full description and dimensions of all communications structures and equipment proposed to be installed.

☐

A site development plan, signed and sealed by a professional engineer registered in Iowa, showing locations
of proposed structures and equipment. For applications in which multiple facilities are proposed, an overall
site development plan showing all proposed locations must be provided. Additionally, for applications
proposing installation of new towers, the site development plan shall show the provider's existing
communications structures and equipment within two hundred (200) feet of the proposed site and shall use a
current aerial image or overlaid on the site plan.

☐

A vertical profile sketch or drawing of the communications structures, signed and sealed by a professional
engineer registered in Iowa, indicating the height, dimensions and placement of all equipment.

☐

For sites not within the City right-of-way, written approval from the property owner stating the Applicant or
provider has permission to construct a facility on their property. In the case of installations on third-party
owned structures, written approval must be submitted from the duly authorized representative of the thirdparty holding ownership.

☐

Photographs of view shed at each proposed installation location, taken in at least four directions.
Additionally, for applications proposing installation of new towers, the photographs shall have the equipment
drawn or rendered on the photographs, shown to scale. The City Engineer may waive these requirements, in
whole or in part, at his or her discretion, upon reasonably determining that such requirements are not
necessary in light of other information submitted with the Application (or with prior Applications involving
the same, or substantially similar, communications structures and equipment.)

☐

For applications proposing installation of new towers or poles, description of type and ownership of existing
overhead utilities within five hundred (500) feet of the proposed facility location.

☐

Traffic Control Layouts (pedestrian and vehicular) at each proposed location (per the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), latest edition), and site construction fencing details.

☐

The project specifications for the construction and installation, including site restoration and maintenance
plans.

☐

Cut sheets and specifications of all proposed equipment, including but not limited to antenna, switches,
meters, external wireway systems, relay units, banding and mounting equipment, and any other necessary
equipment.

☐

Notes, details and schematics of the grounding system and layout, handhole or pull box locations and details
(with dimensions), utility routing plan, and power and fiber routing details at the pole.

Per ordinance, the application, fee, and all submission materials shall be submitted to the City Clerk.
The review fee is $500.00 per application, covering up to 5 separate structure or equipment installations, and an
additional $50.00 for each structure or equipment installation requested on the application in excess of 5. Make
checks payable to the "City of University Heights."

ULS Lease

WQJQ691 - L000022814 - Southwestco Wireless Inc.
License Details : Leases : Lease Details

Lease ID

L000022814

Radio Service

WU - 700 MHz Upper Band
(Block C)

Status

Canceled

Classification
of Lease

Spectrum Manager Lease

Term of Lease

Long

Grant/Accepted 12/06/2016

Expiration

06/13/2029

Commencement 09/30/2016

Cancellation

Dates

Lessee
FRN

0014483655

Type

Corporation

Lessee
Southwestco Wireless Inc.
1120 Sanctuary Pkwy #150 - GASA5REG
Alpharetta, GA 30009
ATTN Regulatory

P:(770)797-1070
F:(770)797-1036
E:LicensingCompliance@VerizonWireless.com

Real Party in
Interest

FRN of Real
Party in
Interest

Bell Atlantic Mobile Systems
LLC

0007845035

Contact
Verizon
Sarah Trosch
1300 I Street, NW - Suite 400 West
Washington, DC 20005

P:(202)515-2453
F:(202)289-6781
E:sarah.trosch@verizon.com

Lessee Qualifications and Ownership Information
Radio Service Type Mobile
Regulatory Status

Common Carrier

Interconnected

Yes

Alien Ownership
The Applicant answered "No" to each of the Alien Ownership questions.
Basic Qualifications
The Applicant answered "No" to each of the Basic Qualification questions.

Demographics
Race
Ethnicity

Gender

CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA
APPLICATION – COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT
To Be Completed By City Staff

20-02

Application Number:
Date Application deemed Complete:

Accepted By:
Due Date for Zoning Commission Report:

JDB

To Be Completed by Applicant
Southwest Wireless Inc. d/b/a Verizon Wireless
Meagan Benson, Project Manager for Verizon Wireless
10801 Bush Lake Road, Minneapolis, MN 55438
612-790-9922
Email: meagan.benson@verizonwireless.com

1.

Applicant:
Contact Person:
Address:
Phone:

2.

Licensed Entity Name (Full Legal Name):
Southwest Wireless Inc.
State of Incorporation:
Delaware
Notification Address:
Network Real Estate, 180 Washington Valley Rd, Bedminster, NJ 07921
Billing Address:
Network Real Estate, 180 Washington Valley Rd, Bedminster, NJ 07921

3.

Property Owner (if outside of City right-of-way): N/A; Installation in City Right-of-Way
Contact Person:
Address:
Phone:
Email:

4.

Owner – Third Party Structures
Contact Person:
Address:
Phone:

5.

6.

7.

Installation Contractor:
Contact Person:
Address:
Phone:
Contact Info
Signatory
Legal
Notification
RF Engineer
Construction Engineer
Real Estate / Site Acq
24-Hr Emergency Contact

MidAmerican Energy

Email:

To Be Determined

Email:
Firm and Contact Name

Phone

E-Mail

Rommel Angeles, Verizon Wireless, 952.946.4671, rommel.angeles@verizonwireless.com
Rommel Angeles, Verizon Wireless, 952.946.4671, rommel.angeles@verizonwireless.com
Network Real Estate, 180 Washington Valley Road, Bedminster, NJ 07921
Justin Ruch, 515.326.5587; justin.ruch@verizonwireless.com
Nate Burkert, 319.393.9704; nathan.burkert@verizonwireless.com
Pete McNally, The Grinnell Group, 515.314.0219; pete@grinnellgroup.com
Network Operations Center (NOC): 800.264.6620

Type of Application:

X

Cellular Antenna Tower
Small Cell Tower
Small Wireless Facility on Third-Party Structure

8.

Construction Start Date:

9.

Construction Completion Date:

10.

Date Facilities Begin Operating:

11.

Location(s) (General Description / Address):
(If multiple locations, attach a separate sheet)

New Communications Structure
Other

101 Highland Drive is a replacement wood pole with a
light, owned by MidAmerican Energy

12.

Present Zoning Designation(s):

R-1 Single Family Residential

13.

Pre-application Meeting Held?

Yes

14.

The foregoing information and attachments are true and accurate to the best of my knowledge

Date

Attendees: Josiah Bilskemper, Steve Ballard

Signature of Applicant

Print Name
Criteria applicable to work within the City right-of-way:
A.

No construction work may occur on the Friday, Saturday or Sunday of any home Iowa football game
weekend. All sidewalks and roadways must also be open (and paved) on these weekends.

B.

It is the responsibility of the contractor to keep all work and installed utilities within the City right-of-way

C.

No work shall be done between the hours of 9:00 PM and 7:00 AM.

D.

Traffic control, both vehicular and pedestrian, shall be in accordance with the MUTCD, latest edition.
Pedestrian traffic control signs, barricades and detours are required whenever sidewalks are impacted by
the work, and all unattended open excavations within the right-of-way shall be fenced.

E.

Iowa One-Call shall be contacted to have buried utilities located prior to any excavation. Storm sewer
mapping is available from the City Engineer. The sanitary sewers and water mains within University
Heights are owned, operated and maintained by the City of Iowa City.

F.

All areas disturbed within the right-of-way (including tire tracks or rutting from equipment) shall be
restored. The applicant is responsible for watering and care of the disturbed areas until they are established.
The City Engineer shall determine if disturbed areas have been restored to an equal or better condition. If
directed to install sod, the work will be in accordance with SUDAS Specification 9020.

G.

When damaged, pavement and sidewalks are to be replaced in full panels. This includes core drilling holes
when locating existing utilities, or any other damage related to the construction. The contractor shall
coordinate the location and dimensions of all pavement to be removed and replaced with the City Engineer.
The SUDAS specifications and details (current edition) shall be used for pavement reconstruction. The
contractor is responsible for providing 48-hour advance notice to the City Engineer to schedule subgrade
compaction and concrete testing for new pavement. The applicant shall reimburse the City of University
Heights for all costs associated with materials testing work required for pavement replacement.

H.

All paved surfaces are to be protected per Section 7 of University Heights Ordinance #88: "Backhoe
equipment outriggers shall be fitted with rubber pads whenever outriggers are placed on any paved surface.
Tracked vehicles are not permitted on paved surfaces unless specific precautions are taken to protect the
surface. The permittee will be responsible for any damage to existing pavement caused by operation of
such equipment." Refer to University Heights Ordinance #88 for all regulations regarding excavations
within the city right-of-way.

CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA
SUBMISSION MATERIALS – COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT
The following information is required to be submitted with the Application before it will be considered complete:
☐

All submission materials identified in University Heights Ordinance 215.08.

☐

A statement of the telecommunications objectives for the proposed location.

☐

A statement by an authorized representative that the Applicant or provider holds all applicable licenses or
other approvals required by the Federal Communications Commission, and any other agency of state or
federal government with authority to regulate telecommunications facilities that are required in order for the
Applicant to construct the proposed facility.

☐

A statement by an authorized representative that the Applicant or provider is in compliance with all
conditions required for such license and approvals.

☐

A full description and dimensions of all communications structures and equipment proposed to be installed.

☐

A site development plan, signed and sealed by a professional engineer registered in Iowa, showing locations
of proposed structures and equipment. For applications in which multiple facilities are proposed, an overall
site development plan showing all proposed locations must be provided. Additionally, for applications
proposing installation of new towers, the site development plan shall show the provider's existing
communications structures and equipment within two hundred (200) feet of the proposed site and shall use a
current aerial image or overlaid on the site plan.

☐

A vertical profile sketch or drawing of the communications structures, signed and sealed by a professional
engineer registered in Iowa, indicating the height, dimensions and placement of all equipment.

☐

For sites not within the City right-of-way, written approval from the property owner stating the Applicant or
provider has permission to construct a facility on their property. In the case of installations on third-party
owned structures, written approval must be submitted from the duly authorized representative of the thirdparty holding ownership.

☐

Photographs of view shed at each proposed installation location, taken in at least four directions.
Additionally, for applications proposing installation of new towers, the photographs shall have the equipment
drawn or rendered on the photographs, shown to scale. The City Engineer may waive these requirements, in
whole or in part, at his or her discretion, upon reasonably determining that such requirements are not
necessary in light of other information submitted with the Application (or with prior Applications involving
the same, or substantially similar, communications structures and equipment.)

☐

For applications proposing installation of new towers or poles, description of type and ownership of existing
overhead utilities within five hundred (500) feet of the proposed facility location.

☐

Traffic Control Layouts (pedestrian and vehicular) at each proposed location (per the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), latest edition), and site construction fencing details.

☐

The project specifications for the construction and installation, including site restoration and maintenance
plans.

☐

Cut sheets and specifications of all proposed equipment, including but not limited to antenna, switches,
meters, external wireway systems, relay units, banding and mounting equipment, and any other necessary
equipment.

☐

Notes, details and schematics of the grounding system and layout, handhole or pull box locations and details
(with dimensions), utility routing plan, and power and fiber routing details at the pole.

Per ordinance, the application, fee, and all submission materials shall be submitted to the City Clerk.
The review fee is $500.00 per application, covering up to 5 separate structure or equipment installations, and an
additional $50.00 for each structure or equipment installation requested on the application in excess of 5. Make
checks payable to the "City of University Heights."

CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA
APPLICATION – COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT
To Be Completed By City Staff

20-01

Application Number:
Date Application deemed Complete:

Accepted By:
Due Date for Zoning Commission Report:

JDB

To Be Completed by Applicant
Southwest Wireless Inc. d/b/a Verizon Wireless
Meagan Benson, Project Manager for Verizon Wireless
10801 Bush Lake Road, Minneapolis, MN 55438
612-790-9922
Email: meagan.benson@verizonwireless.com

1.

Applicant:
Contact Person:
Address:
Phone:

2.

Licensed Entity Name (Full Legal Name):
Southwest Wireless Inc.
State of Incorporation:
Delaware
Notification Address:
Network Real Estate, 180 Washington Valley Rd, Bedminster, NJ 07921
Billing Address:
Network Real Estate, 180 Washington Valley Rd, Bedminster, NJ 07921

3.

Property Owner (if outside of City right-of-way): N/A; Installation in City Right-of-Way
Contact Person:
Address:
Phone:
Email:

4.

Owner – Third Party Structures
Contact Person:
Address:
Phone:

5.

6.

7.

Installation Contractor:
Contact Person:
Address:
Phone:
Contact Info
Signatory
Legal
Notification
RF Engineer
Construction Engineer
Real Estate / Site Acq
24-Hr Emergency Contact

MidAmerican Energy

Email:

To Be Determined

Email:
Firm and Contact Name

Phone

E-Mail

Rommel Angeles, Verizon Wireless, 952.946.4671, rommel.angeles@verizonwireless.com
Rommel Angeles, Verizon Wireless, 952.946.4671, rommel.angeles@verizonwireless.com
Network Real Estate, 180 Washington Valley Road, Bedminster, NJ 07921
Justin Ruch, 515.326.5587; justin.ruch@verizonwireless.com
Nate Burkert, 319.393.9704; nathan.burkert@verizonwireless.com
Pete McNally, The Grinnell Group, 515.314.0219; pete@grinnellgroup.com
Network Operations Center (NOC): 800.264.6620

Type of Application:

X

Cellular Antenna Tower
Small Cell Tower
Small Wireless Facility on Third-Party Structure

8.

Construction Start Date:

9.

Construction Completion Date:

10.

Date Facilities Begin Operating:

11.

Location(s) (General Description / Address):
(If multiple locations, attach a separate sheet)

New Communications Structure
Other

255 Koser Avenue is a replacement wood pole with a
light, owned by MidAmerican Energy

12.

Present Zoning Designation(s):

R-1 Single Family Residential

13.

Pre-application Meeting Held?

Yes

14.

The foregoing information and attachments are true and accurate to the best of my knowledge

Date

Attendees: Josiah Bilskemper, Steve Ballard

Signature of Applicant

Print Name
Criteria applicable to work within the City right-of-way:
A.

No construction work may occur on the Friday, Saturday or Sunday of any home Iowa football game
weekend. All sidewalks and roadways must also be open (and paved) on these weekends.

B.

It is the responsibility of the contractor to keep all work and installed utilities within the City right-of-way

C.

No work shall be done between the hours of 9:00 PM and 7:00 AM.

D.

Traffic control, both vehicular and pedestrian, shall be in accordance with the MUTCD, latest edition.
Pedestrian traffic control signs, barricades and detours are required whenever sidewalks are impacted by
the work, and all unattended open excavations within the right-of-way shall be fenced.

E.

Iowa One-Call shall be contacted to have buried utilities located prior to any excavation. Storm sewer
mapping is available from the City Engineer. The sanitary sewers and water mains within University
Heights are owned, operated and maintained by the City of Iowa City.

F.

All areas disturbed within the right-of-way (including tire tracks or rutting from equipment) shall be
restored. The applicant is responsible for watering and care of the disturbed areas until they are established.
The City Engineer shall determine if disturbed areas have been restored to an equal or better condition. If
directed to install sod, the work will be in accordance with SUDAS Specification 9020.

G.

When damaged, pavement and sidewalks are to be replaced in full panels. This includes core drilling holes
when locating existing utilities, or any other damage related to the construction. The contractor shall
coordinate the location and dimensions of all pavement to be removed and replaced with the City Engineer.
The SUDAS specifications and details (current edition) shall be used for pavement reconstruction. The
contractor is responsible for providing 48-hour advance notice to the City Engineer to schedule subgrade
compaction and concrete testing for new pavement. The applicant shall reimburse the City of University
Heights for all costs associated with materials testing work required for pavement replacement.

H.

All paved surfaces are to be protected per Section 7 of University Heights Ordinance #88: "Backhoe
equipment outriggers shall be fitted with rubber pads whenever outriggers are placed on any paved surface.
Tracked vehicles are not permitted on paved surfaces unless specific precautions are taken to protect the
surface. The permittee will be responsible for any damage to existing pavement caused by operation of
such equipment." Refer to University Heights Ordinance #88 for all regulations regarding excavations
within the city right-of-way.

CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA
SUBMISSION MATERIALS – COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT
The following information is required to be submitted with the Application before it will be considered complete:
☐

All submission materials identified in University Heights Ordinance 215.08.

☐

A statement of the telecommunications objectives for the proposed location.

☐

A statement by an authorized representative that the Applicant or provider holds all applicable licenses or
other approvals required by the Federal Communications Commission, and any other agency of state or
federal government with authority to regulate telecommunications facilities that are required in order for the
Applicant to construct the proposed facility.

☐

A statement by an authorized representative that the Applicant or provider is in compliance with all
conditions required for such license and approvals.

☐

A full description and dimensions of all communications structures and equipment proposed to be installed.

☐

A site development plan, signed and sealed by a professional engineer registered in Iowa, showing locations
of proposed structures and equipment. For applications in which multiple facilities are proposed, an overall
site development plan showing all proposed locations must be provided. Additionally, for applications
proposing installation of new towers, the site development plan shall show the provider's existing
communications structures and equipment within two hundred (200) feet of the proposed site and shall use a
current aerial image or overlaid on the site plan.

☐

A vertical profile sketch or drawing of the communications structures, signed and sealed by a professional
engineer registered in Iowa, indicating the height, dimensions and placement of all equipment.

☐

For sites not within the City right-of-way, written approval from the property owner stating the Applicant or
provider has permission to construct a facility on their property. In the case of installations on third-party
owned structures, written approval must be submitted from the duly authorized representative of the thirdparty holding ownership.

☐

Photographs of view shed at each proposed installation location, taken in at least four directions.
Additionally, for applications proposing installation of new towers, the photographs shall have the equipment
drawn or rendered on the photographs, shown to scale. The City Engineer may waive these requirements, in
whole or in part, at his or her discretion, upon reasonably determining that such requirements are not
necessary in light of other information submitted with the Application (or with prior Applications involving
the same, or substantially similar, communications structures and equipment.)

☐

For applications proposing installation of new towers or poles, description of type and ownership of existing
overhead utilities within five hundred (500) feet of the proposed facility location.

☐

Traffic Control Layouts (pedestrian and vehicular) at each proposed location (per the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), latest edition), and site construction fencing details.

☐

The project specifications for the construction and installation, including site restoration and maintenance
plans.

☐

Cut sheets and specifications of all proposed equipment, including but not limited to antenna, switches,
meters, external wireway systems, relay units, banding and mounting equipment, and any other necessary
equipment.

☐

Notes, details and schematics of the grounding system and layout, handhole or pull box locations and details
(with dimensions), utility routing plan, and power and fiber routing details at the pole.

Per ordinance, the application, fee, and all submission materials shall be submitted to the City Clerk.
The review fee is $500.00 per application, covering up to 5 separate structure or equipment installations, and an
additional $50.00 for each structure or equipment installation requested on the application in excess of 5. Make
checks payable to the "City of University Heights."

CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA
APPLICATION – COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT
To Be Completed By City Staff

20-03

Application Number:
Date Application deemed Complete:

Accepted By:
Due Date for Zoning Commission Report:

JDB

To Be Completed by Applicant
Southwest Wireless Inc. d/b/a Verizon Wireless
Meagan Benson, Project Manager for Verizon Wireless
10801 Bush Lake Road, Minneapolis, MN 55438
612-790-9922
Email: meagan.benson@verizonwireless.com

1.

Applicant:
Contact Person:
Address:
Phone:

2.

Licensed Entity Name (Full Legal Name):
Southwest Wireless Inc.
State of Incorporation:
Delaware
Notification Address:
Network Real Estate, 180 Washington Valley Rd, Bedminster, NJ 07921
Billing Address:
Network Real Estate, 180 Washington Valley Rd, Bedminster, NJ 07921

3.

Property Owner (if outside of City right-of-way): N/A; Installation in City Right-of-Way
Contact Person:
Address:
Phone:
Email:

4.

Owner – Third Party Structures
Contact Person:
Address:
Phone:

5.

6.

7.

Installation Contractor:
Contact Person:
Address:
Phone:
Contact Info
Signatory
Legal
Notification
RF Engineer
Construction Engineer
Real Estate / Site Acq
24-Hr Emergency Contact

MidAmerican Energy

Email:

To Be Determined

Email:
Firm and Contact Name

Phone

E-Mail

Rommel Angeles, Verizon Wireless, 952.946.4671, rommel.angeles@verizonwireless.com
Rommel Angeles, Verizon Wireless, 952.946.4671, rommel.angeles@verizonwireless.com
Network Real Estate, 180 Washington Valley Road, Bedminster, NJ 07921
Justin Ruch, 515.326.5587; justin.ruch@verizonwireless.com
Nate Burkert, 319.393.9704; nathan.burkert@verizonwireless.com
Pete McNally, The Grinnell Group, 515.314.0219; pete@grinnellgroup.com
Network Operations Center (NOC): 800.264.6620

Type of Application:

X

Cellular Antenna Tower
Small Cell Tower
Small Wireless Facility on Third-Party Structure

8.

Construction Start Date:

9.

Construction Completion Date:

10.

Date Facilities Begin Operating:

11.

Location(s) (General Description / Address):
(If multiple locations, attach a separate sheet)

New Communications Structure
Other

1422 Grand Avenue is a replacement wood pole with a
light, owned by MidAmerican Energy

12.

Present Zoning Designation(s):

R-1 Single Family Residential

13.

Pre-application Meeting Held?

Yes

14.

The foregoing information and attachments are true and accurate to the best of my knowledge

Date

Attendees: Josiah Bilskemper, Steve Ballard

Signature of Applicant

Print Name
Criteria applicable to work within the City right-of-way:
A.

No construction work may occur on the Friday, Saturday or Sunday of any home Iowa football game
weekend. All sidewalks and roadways must also be open (and paved) on these weekends.

B.

It is the responsibility of the contractor to keep all work and installed utilities within the City right-of-way

C.

No work shall be done between the hours of 9:00 PM and 7:00 AM.

D.

Traffic control, both vehicular and pedestrian, shall be in accordance with the MUTCD, latest edition.
Pedestrian traffic control signs, barricades and detours are required whenever sidewalks are impacted by
the work, and all unattended open excavations within the right-of-way shall be fenced.

E.

Iowa One-Call shall be contacted to have buried utilities located prior to any excavation. Storm sewer
mapping is available from the City Engineer. The sanitary sewers and water mains within University
Heights are owned, operated and maintained by the City of Iowa City.

F.

All areas disturbed within the right-of-way (including tire tracks or rutting from equipment) shall be
restored. The applicant is responsible for watering and care of the disturbed areas until they are established.
The City Engineer shall determine if disturbed areas have been restored to an equal or better condition. If
directed to install sod, the work will be in accordance with SUDAS Specification 9020.

G.

When damaged, pavement and sidewalks are to be replaced in full panels. This includes core drilling holes
when locating existing utilities, or any other damage related to the construction. The contractor shall
coordinate the location and dimensions of all pavement to be removed and replaced with the City Engineer.
The SUDAS specifications and details (current edition) shall be used for pavement reconstruction. The
contractor is responsible for providing 48-hour advance notice to the City Engineer to schedule subgrade
compaction and concrete testing for new pavement. The applicant shall reimburse the City of University
Heights for all costs associated with materials testing work required for pavement replacement.

H.

All paved surfaces are to be protected per Section 7 of University Heights Ordinance #88: "Backhoe
equipment outriggers shall be fitted with rubber pads whenever outriggers are placed on any paved surface.
Tracked vehicles are not permitted on paved surfaces unless specific precautions are taken to protect the
surface. The permittee will be responsible for any damage to existing pavement caused by operation of
such equipment." Refer to University Heights Ordinance #88 for all regulations regarding excavations
within the city right-of-way.

CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA
SUBMISSION MATERIALS – COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT
The following information is required to be submitted with the Application before it will be considered complete:
☐

All submission materials identified in University Heights Ordinance 215.08.

☐

A statement of the telecommunications objectives for the proposed location.

☐

A statement by an authorized representative that the Applicant or provider holds all applicable licenses or
other approvals required by the Federal Communications Commission, and any other agency of state or
federal government with authority to regulate telecommunications facilities that are required in order for the
Applicant to construct the proposed facility.

☐

A statement by an authorized representative that the Applicant or provider is in compliance with all
conditions required for such license and approvals.

☐

A full description and dimensions of all communications structures and equipment proposed to be installed.

☐

A site development plan, signed and sealed by a professional engineer registered in Iowa, showing locations
of proposed structures and equipment. For applications in which multiple facilities are proposed, an overall
site development plan showing all proposed locations must be provided. Additionally, for applications
proposing installation of new towers, the site development plan shall show the provider's existing
communications structures and equipment within two hundred (200) feet of the proposed site and shall use a
current aerial image or overlaid on the site plan.

☐

A vertical profile sketch or drawing of the communications structures, signed and sealed by a professional
engineer registered in Iowa, indicating the height, dimensions and placement of all equipment.

☐

For sites not within the City right-of-way, written approval from the property owner stating the Applicant or
provider has permission to construct a facility on their property. In the case of installations on third-party
owned structures, written approval must be submitted from the duly authorized representative of the thirdparty holding ownership.

☐

Photographs of view shed at each proposed installation location, taken in at least four directions.
Additionally, for applications proposing installation of new towers, the photographs shall have the equipment
drawn or rendered on the photographs, shown to scale. The City Engineer may waive these requirements, in
whole or in part, at his or her discretion, upon reasonably determining that such requirements are not
necessary in light of other information submitted with the Application (or with prior Applications involving
the same, or substantially similar, communications structures and equipment.)

☐

For applications proposing installation of new towers or poles, description of type and ownership of existing
overhead utilities within five hundred (500) feet of the proposed facility location.

☐

Traffic Control Layouts (pedestrian and vehicular) at each proposed location (per the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), latest edition), and site construction fencing details.

☐

The project specifications for the construction and installation, including site restoration and maintenance
plans.

☐

Cut sheets and specifications of all proposed equipment, including but not limited to antenna, switches,
meters, external wireway systems, relay units, banding and mounting equipment, and any other necessary
equipment.

☐

Notes, details and schematics of the grounding system and layout, handhole or pull box locations and details
(with dimensions), utility routing plan, and power and fiber routing details at the pole.

Per ordinance, the application, fee, and all submission materials shall be submitted to the City Clerk.
The review fee is $500.00 per application, covering up to 5 separate structure or equipment installations, and an
additional $50.00 for each structure or equipment installation requested on the application in excess of 5. Make
checks payable to the "City of University Heights."

CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA
APPLICATION – COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT
To Be Completed By City Staff

20-04

Application Number:
Date Application deemed Complete:

Accepted By:
Due Date for Zoning Commission Report:

JDB

To Be Completed by Applicant
Southwest Wireless Inc. d/b/a Verizon Wireless
Meagan Benson, Project Manager for Verizon Wireless
10801 Bush Lake Road, Minneapolis, MN 55438
612-790-9922
Email: meagan.benson@verizonwireless.com

1.

Applicant:
Contact Person:
Address:
Phone:

2.

Licensed Entity Name (Full Legal Name):
Southwest Wireless Inc.
State of Incorporation:
Delaware
Notification Address:
Network Real Estate, 180 Washington Valley Rd, Bedminster, NJ 07921
Billing Address:
Network Real Estate, 180 Washington Valley Rd, Bedminster, NJ 07921

3.

Property Owner (if outside of City right-of-way): N/A; Installation in City Right-of-Way
Contact Person:
Address:
Phone:
Email:

4.

Owner – Third Party Structures
Contact Person:
Address:
Phone:

5.

6.

7.

Installation Contractor:
Contact Person:
Address:
Phone:
Contact Info
Signatory
Legal
Notification
RF Engineer
Construction Engineer
Real Estate / Site Acq
24-Hr Emergency Contact

MidAmerican Energy

Email:

To Be Determined

Email:
Firm and Contact Name

Phone

E-Mail

Rommel Angeles, Verizon Wireless, 952.946.4671, rommel.angeles@verizonwireless.com
Rommel Angeles, Verizon Wireless, 952.946.4671, rommel.angeles@verizonwireless.com
Network Real Estate, 180 Washington Valley Road, Bedminster, NJ 07921
Justin Ruch, 515.326.5587; justin.ruch@verizonwireless.com
Nate Burkert, 319.393.9704; nathan.burkert@verizonwireless.com
Pete McNally, The Grinnell Group, 515.314.0219; pete@grinnellgroup.com
Network Operations Center (NOC): 800.264.6620

Type of Application:

X

Cellular Antenna Tower
Small Cell Tower
Small Wireless Facility on Third-Party Structure

8.

Construction Start Date:

9.

Construction Completion Date:

10.

Date Facilities Begin Operating:

11.

Location(s) (General Description / Address):
(If multiple locations, attach a separate sheet)

New Communications Structure
Other

1509 Oakcrest Avenue is a replacement wood pole with
a light, owned by MidAmerican Energy

12.

Present Zoning Designation(s):

R-1 Single Family Residential

13.

Pre-application Meeting Held?

Yes

14.

The foregoing information and attachments are true and accurate to the best of my knowledge

Date

Attendees: Josiah Bilskemper, Steve Ballard

Signature of Applicant

Print Name
Criteria applicable to work within the City right-of-way:
A.

No construction work may occur on the Friday, Saturday or Sunday of any home Iowa football game
weekend. All sidewalks and roadways must also be open (and paved) on these weekends.

B.

It is the responsibility of the contractor to keep all work and installed utilities within the City right-of-way

C.

No work shall be done between the hours of 9:00 PM and 7:00 AM.

D.

Traffic control, both vehicular and pedestrian, shall be in accordance with the MUTCD, latest edition.
Pedestrian traffic control signs, barricades and detours are required whenever sidewalks are impacted by
the work, and all unattended open excavations within the right-of-way shall be fenced.

E.

Iowa One-Call shall be contacted to have buried utilities located prior to any excavation. Storm sewer
mapping is available from the City Engineer. The sanitary sewers and water mains within University
Heights are owned, operated and maintained by the City of Iowa City.

F.

All areas disturbed within the right-of-way (including tire tracks or rutting from equipment) shall be
restored. The applicant is responsible for watering and care of the disturbed areas until they are established.
The City Engineer shall determine if disturbed areas have been restored to an equal or better condition. If
directed to install sod, the work will be in accordance with SUDAS Specification 9020.

G.

When damaged, pavement and sidewalks are to be replaced in full panels. This includes core drilling holes
when locating existing utilities, or any other damage related to the construction. The contractor shall
coordinate the location and dimensions of all pavement to be removed and replaced with the City Engineer.
The SUDAS specifications and details (current edition) shall be used for pavement reconstruction. The
contractor is responsible for providing 48-hour advance notice to the City Engineer to schedule subgrade
compaction and concrete testing for new pavement. The applicant shall reimburse the City of University
Heights for all costs associated with materials testing work required for pavement replacement.

H.

All paved surfaces are to be protected per Section 7 of University Heights Ordinance #88: "Backhoe
equipment outriggers shall be fitted with rubber pads whenever outriggers are placed on any paved surface.
Tracked vehicles are not permitted on paved surfaces unless specific precautions are taken to protect the
surface. The permittee will be responsible for any damage to existing pavement caused by operation of
such equipment." Refer to University Heights Ordinance #88 for all regulations regarding excavations
within the city right-of-way.

CITY OF UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS, IOWA
SUBMISSION MATERIALS – COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY EQUIPMENT
The following information is required to be submitted with the Application before it will be considered complete:
☐

All submission materials identified in University Heights Ordinance 215.08.

☐

A statement of the telecommunications objectives for the proposed location.

☐

A statement by an authorized representative that the Applicant or provider holds all applicable licenses or
other approvals required by the Federal Communications Commission, and any other agency of state or
federal government with authority to regulate telecommunications facilities that are required in order for the
Applicant to construct the proposed facility.

☐

A statement by an authorized representative that the Applicant or provider is in compliance with all
conditions required for such license and approvals.

☐

A full description and dimensions of all communications structures and equipment proposed to be installed.

☐

A site development plan, signed and sealed by a professional engineer registered in Iowa, showing locations
of proposed structures and equipment. For applications in which multiple facilities are proposed, an overall
site development plan showing all proposed locations must be provided. Additionally, for applications
proposing installation of new towers, the site development plan shall show the provider's existing
communications structures and equipment within two hundred (200) feet of the proposed site and shall use a
current aerial image or overlaid on the site plan.

☐

A vertical profile sketch or drawing of the communications structures, signed and sealed by a professional
engineer registered in Iowa, indicating the height, dimensions and placement of all equipment.

☐

For sites not within the City right-of-way, written approval from the property owner stating the Applicant or
provider has permission to construct a facility on their property. In the case of installations on third-party
owned structures, written approval must be submitted from the duly authorized representative of the thirdparty holding ownership.

☐

Photographs of view shed at each proposed installation location, taken in at least four directions.
Additionally, for applications proposing installation of new towers, the photographs shall have the equipment
drawn or rendered on the photographs, shown to scale. The City Engineer may waive these requirements, in
whole or in part, at his or her discretion, upon reasonably determining that such requirements are not
necessary in light of other information submitted with the Application (or with prior Applications involving
the same, or substantially similar, communications structures and equipment.)

☐

For applications proposing installation of new towers or poles, description of type and ownership of existing
overhead utilities within five hundred (500) feet of the proposed facility location.

☐

Traffic Control Layouts (pedestrian and vehicular) at each proposed location (per the Manual on Uniform
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD), latest edition), and site construction fencing details.

☐

The project specifications for the construction and installation, including site restoration and maintenance
plans.

☐

Cut sheets and specifications of all proposed equipment, including but not limited to antenna, switches,
meters, external wireway systems, relay units, banding and mounting equipment, and any other necessary
equipment.

☐

Notes, details and schematics of the grounding system and layout, handhole or pull box locations and details
(with dimensions), utility routing plan, and power and fiber routing details at the pole.

Per ordinance, the application, fee, and all submission materials shall be submitted to the City Clerk.
The review fee is $500.00 per application, covering up to 5 separate structure or equipment installations, and an
additional $50.00 for each structure or equipment installation requested on the application in excess of 5. Make
checks payable to the "City of University Heights."

January 31, 2020

City of University Heights
ATTN: Ms. Louise From, Mayor
1302 Melrose Avenue
University Heights, Iowa 52246
Verizon Wireless – Communication Technology Application
(255 Koser Avenue, 1509 Oakcrest Avenue, 101 Highland Drive, 1422 Grand Avenue)

RE:

Dear Ms. From:
Verizon Wireless has submitted applications for placement of small cell antennas on existing
MidAmerican utility poles in the City right-of-way at four locations in University Heights. This application
process is part of University Heights Ordinance No. 215 (as amended by Ordinance No. 237 and
Ordinance No. 240).
Representatives from Verizon have addressed the city council at various times over the last year as the
city’s current ordinance for communication technology and the associated application were developed
(Ordinance No. 215 and Resolution No. 19-36 (approving the application form)).
We have completed a first review of the submitted application and supporting materials, with comments
and questions returned to Verizon for response on January 9, 2020. At this time, Verizon has not
provided any follow-up information or any revised materials in light of the initial Shive-Hattery review
comments.
Attached are the following materials related to this application:
•

Verizon application forms and drawings for each of the four sites;

•

Verizon cover letter and background information previously issued to the University Heights city
council in March 2019;

•

University Heights Ordinance No. 215 (as amended);

•

Shive-Hattery initial review comments (provided to Verizon January 9, 2020).

Per the review process described in the ordinance, the application and supporting materials are being
provided to the University Heights Zoning Commission, City Council, City Clerk and City Attorney.
Here is a summary of next steps in the review process (from Section 215.08.2 of the ordinance):
•

The Zoning Commission, with assistance from the City Engineer or other City representatives,
shall review the application for conformance to City code provisions and issue a report for the
applicant’s (Verizon) review and response.

•

The report may contain additional submission requirements, recommendation for approval with
or without special conditions, or recommendation for denial with rationale. The report shall
recommend that the City Council approve or not approve the application.

Project #1201020
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•

The applicant (Verizon) shall provide a response to the Zoning Commission report in writing,
and the report, with the applicant’s response, shall be finalized and placed on the City Council
meeting agenda together with the owner's submission materials and all related documents
within 30 days of receipt of the response and any additional information required in the report.

•

The City Council may approve the application with no conditions, approve the application with
conditions, or disapprove the application.

Please note that each of these steps in the review process follows “receipt of a fully completed
application to the extent not prohibited by applicable State or Federal law.” The applications are not
deemed technically complete until the information on each application is provided for Item #4 (Owner –
Third Party Structures), #5 (Installation Contractor), #8 thru #10 (approximate working dates), and #14
(signature), as well as the first six comments in the Shive-Hattery initial review comments (under the
heading of “Application Review Comments / Questions”).
Although Verizon has not yet responded with this information to complete the application, we are
proceeding to distribute the materials to the City. We suggest the Zoning Commission commence
review and plan for a meeting sometime in February to discuss the application, identify any additional
comments or information requests for the applicant, and finalize the Zoning Commission report.
In the meantime, we are available to discuss the application materials with any member of the Zoning
Commission, City Council, or other city staff. If new or updated materials are submitted by Verizon, we
will forward those to the group (zoning, council, staff).
Please contact our office if you have questions.
Sincerely,
SHIVE-HATTERY, INC.

Josiah D. Bilskemper, PE
JDB/bad
Enc.:

Verizon Application Forms and Drawings (four sites)
Verizon Cover Letter and Background Information
Shive-Hattery Initial Review Comments (with attachments)
University Heights Ordinance No. 215 (as amended)

Copy:

City of University Heights (City Council, Zoning Commission, City Clerk, City Attorney)
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MEMORANDUM
TO:

Jeff Armour, Verizon Wireless
Meagan Benson, Verizon Wireless
Peter McNally, The Grinnell Group

FROM:

Josiah Bilskemper, P.E.

DATE:

January 9, 2020

RE:

Verizon Wireless – Communication Technology Application
(255 Koser Avenue, 1509 Oakcrest Avenue, 101 Highland Drive, 1422 Grand Avenue)

Application Review Comments / Questions:
1.

For each site, provide estimated dates for construction start and completion, and estimated date
when facilities would begin operating.

2.

Provide a statement by an authorized representative that the Applicant or provider holds all
applicable licenses or other approvals required by the Federal Communications Commission,
and any other agency of state or federal government with authority to regulate
telecommunications facilities that are required in order for the Applicant to construct the
proposed facility.

3.

Provide a statement by an authorized representative that the Applicant or provider is in
compliance with all conditions required for such license and approvals.

4.

The current license status is listed as “canceled” on the FCC website. What does this mean?
Copy of license detail sheet attached from FCC website.

5.

In the case of installations on third-party owned structures, written approval must be submitted
from the duly authorized representative of the third-party holding ownership. Attachment 5 to
the March 2019 letter shows an October 8, 2018 e-mail from Erik Somers of MidAmerican
Energy indicating that the pole locations at 101 Highland Drive and 1509 Oakcrest Avenue are
approved, but that the pole locations at 255 Koser Avenue and 1422 Grand Avenue had not yet
been finalized.

6.

Project #1201020

a.

Submit a current written approval from a duly authorized representative of MidAmerican
confirming that all these locations have been approved.

b.

The notes on Sheet T-3 state that the structural design of the pole is by MidAmerican
Energy. Provide a statement by an authorized representative of MidAmerican Energy
that structural capacity of the poles is suitable for the proposed attachments and
accompanying loads.

Submit a proposed plan and schedule for periodic maintenance and inspection of the antennas,
other equipment, appurtenances and facilities by qualified parties.

Page 2 of 4

General Plan Sheet Comments (applicable to all sites)
7.

T-Sheets:
a.

Pole Elevation Detail
1)

Is the pole currently installed already the "replacement pole" or is the existing
pole going to be replaced with a new pole?

b. Antenna Spec Sheet Detail
1)
c.

Cantenna Mount Details
1)

d.

8.

9.

What color are the mount attachments (references brown, black, or gray)?

RRU Mount Details
1)

e.

What color is the antenna canister?

Clarify: What are the two sets of dashed lines running outside the poles (not in
conduit) and connecting to the Raycap and the RRU?

In the “Finishes” section, the following is stated: “Contractor to paint antennas, RRU's
and related equipment SW4001 Bolt Brown to match pole color.”
1)

Who selects the final color, and how many options are available?

2)

Do all of the equipment, brackets, conduits, etc. on the pole get painted the
same color, or is there some equipment that doesn't get painted?

G-Sheets:
a.

What is the "ground lead" cable type and size and where does it run on the pole? Is it
in conduit?

b.

Will ground lead connect to proposed ground rods (new) or an existing ground system?

U-Sheets:
a.

Utility Routing Plan
1)

What size and color of Sch 80 PVC will be installed on the side of the pole for
the fiber optic cable?

2)

For the secondary service, what is the color of the 1" SCH 80 PVC conduit?

3)

For all PVC conduits attached to the pole, what is the distance between where
the conduit ends and where the wires connect to the Raycap or the RRU’s? In
other words, how much exposed wire or cable will be hanging off the poles?
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b.

Conduit Plan
1)

c.

What is the existing 1-inch conduit labeled on these details? Is that part of this
installation?

Electrical One-Line Diagram
1)

Confirm where and how the final electrical routing will feed the proposed
equipment (plan notes say the final routing is to be verified). Is everything
overhead feed except for 1422 Grand Avenue?

Specific Plan Sheet Comments (255 Koser Avenue)
10.

Sheet T-3 (Pole Elevation Detail)
a.

What needs to happen so the "Raycap" enclosure can be installed at 16'-0" above
"Ground Elevation" instead of 10'-0" minimum (thereby moving the equipment higher on
the pole and reducing the visual impact to the streetscape and neighborhood)?

b.

Can the equipment be set atop the pole similar to 1422 Grand Avenue?

Specific Plan Sheet Comments (1509 Oakcrest Avenue)
11.

Sheet T-3 (Pole Elevation Detail)
a.

Can the replacement pole be set back further behind the curb (48-inches clear) to move
outside of the roadway clear zone?

b.

What needs to happen to be able to set the cantenna at an elevation of around 20-feet
above grade (similar to 255 Koser Avenue), or set on top of the pole (similar to 1422
Grand Avenue), which would move the equipment higher on the pole and reduce visual
impact to the streetscape and neighborhood?

Specific Plan Sheet Comments (101 Highland Drive)
12.

Sheet T-3 (Pole Elevation Detail)
a.

What needs to happen to be able to set the cantenna at an elevation of around 20-feet
above grade (similar to 255 Koser Avenue), or set on top of the pole (similar to 1422
Grand Avenue), which would move the equipment higher on the pole and reduce visual
impact to the streetscape and neighborhood?

Specific Plan Sheet Comments (1422 Grand Avenue)
13.

Sheet U-2 (Power Routing Plan)
a.

There is not enough detail provided to review this part of the work. When, how and who
is installing this underground power connection, and exactly what is being installed?
Resubmit with additional detail.

Prior to any construction, the application needs to be approved by the City Council in accordance with
University Heights Ordinance 215.
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The application materials and drawings submitted, along with these review comments and questions,
will be reviewed with the Zoning Commission and city staff. The Zoning Commission will then issue a
report for the applicant’s review and response. The report may contain additional submission
requirements, recommendation for approval with or without special conditions, or recommendation for
denial with rationale. The report shall recommend that the City Council approve or not approve the
application.
The applicant shall provide a response to the Zoning Commission report in writing, and the report, with
the applicant’s response, shall be finalized and placed on the City Council meeting agenda together with
the owner's submission materials and all related documents within 30 days of receipt of the response
and any additional information required in the report.
The City Council may approve the application with no conditions, approve the application with
conditions, or disapprove the application.
Please contact our office if you have questions regarding this report.
Sincerely,
SHIVE-HATTERY, INC.

Josiah Bilskemper, P.E.
JDB/bad
Enc.

Application Form (101 Highland Drive)
Application Form (255 Koser Avenue)
Application Form (1422 Grand Avenue)
Application Form (1509 Oakcrest Avenue)

Copy:

Louise From, Mayor
Chris Anderson, City Clerk
Steve Ballard, City Attorney
University Heights City Council
University Heights Zoning Commission
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